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Sionfonds for Haiti

What is Unique       
about Sionfonds?
• We began in Haiti in 2005. Our 

commitment to the communities we serve 
is long term.

• Sionfonds is a truly grassroots 
organization. All of our programs were 
created by and are administered by  
Haitians for Haitians. 

• We are an all volunteer organization. We 
employ Haitians in Haiti. Your donations 
go to Haiti to help Haitians. 

• Our donors are individuals, schools, 
churches, Rotary clubs and small family 
foundations who believe they have the 
power to change the world one child, one 
school, one opportunity at a time.

• We focus on education because education 
is the key out of poverty, it is the children 
we educate today that will change Haiti 
tomorrow.

October 2, 2012 School started in Haiti, 

Sionfonds has 865 students and 

48 teachers and staff  depending on us.

We are depending on you !
Please donate today at www.sionfondsforhaiti.org

Schools
We have 3 
schools 
serving 
over 865 
students 
and over 50 

employees. Education 
and employment are 
our primary goals, in 
supporting Haitian 
families.

Sponsorship
 Student Sponsorship is 
only $15 a month or 
$150 a year.  Sign up 
on our website. Open  
your heart to a child in 
Haiti. Let them know 
you care. Show them  
there is hope for a 
brighter future, for the 
children and all of 
Haiti.

Medical expeditions
Twice a year  Sionfonds 
brings Medical teams 
to our schools and 
remote  villages of 
Haiti. We create mobile 
clinics that provide free 
health and dental care. 
Healthcare is not 
available  to the families 
in the communities we 
serve. 

Nursing program
We have 4 nursing 
students in their final 
year of studies. We 
need 4 donors 
contributing $100 a 
month to assist these 
young women in 
completing their 
nursing 
degrees.

Building a school  in 
Cavaillon                   
We are completing the 
first  phase of 
construction on our 
new  school in 
Cavaillon. We need 
partners to help us 

complete this 
beautiful new asset 
to a poverty stricken 

community.

Goat giving Project
 The opportunity to 
own a goat can be  life 
changing to a family in 
Haiti.  $100 provides a 
family a goat.

 Current projects                                                                           Learn more about all we do in Haiti and DONATE  today on our website www.sionfonds.org 
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The Holidays are Upon Us 

 This season give to those truly in need and 
those who maybe don’t need more stuff. 
• Give the gift of education  to your 

favorite teacher. Sponsor a student for 
$150 a year or give any amount to the 
education fund. 

• Give a goat to a family in need for $100, 
as a gift to your favorite backyard farmer.

• Sponsor a nursing student as a gift to a 
nurse in your life $100 a month  or a one 
time gift in any amount.

• Contribute to our medical expeditions, in 
the name of someone who is grateful for 
their own medical coverage

A  beautiful handmade Beneco card from 
Haiti will be sent to the person you 
designate explaining the gift and the giver.
For Haitian arts and crafts gifts our online store 
will be up and running 11/25/12 on our website.
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       Featured Projects
Our nursing students program 
will be coming to a close this year 
as our last four nurses graduate  
from Nursing school. At least we 
believe they will graduate, they do 
not currently have sponsors. All 4 
of our nursing students need 
sponsors this year to be able to 
continue and complete their four 
years of nursing school. Please 
help by signing up for a monthly 
payment of $100

Building a new School in 
Cavaillon. We are now completing 
the first phase of construction on a 
new school building in Cavaillon 
the school will have  have 9 
classroom, new latrines, clean 
water, solar power, and  a good 
football field. Most of all it will 
have a real walls and a roof 
instead of a tarp and poles we 
currently have. Earlier this month 
hurricane Sandy took the roof 
right off the little school which 
happens almost every hurricane 
season and keeps our students 
form school. They deserve better 
and we want to build it for them.          

We need partners and donations to 
begin phase two of the project.  
Help us make this dream a reality

Donor’s Corner
 Sionfonds is committed to being a 
vital part of the communities we 
serve in Haiti. We plan to continue 
our work, and strive to show how 
much we accomplish with the 
donations we have received but 
that can also give the false 

impression that 
the work will 
continue without 
your help. The 
truth is it won’t. 

We can’t do this without your 
help. Not everyone can go to Haiti 
or donate a thousand dollars but 
everyone can do something. Here 
are a  few examples of ways 
people helped our work in Haiti a 
great deal, that we hope will 
inspire you:

 Taci Carrol  6 year old  little girl from 
West Bountiful decided to buy goats 
to help families in Haiti  and boy did 
she! Taci raised $1400! A local 
newspaper ran a story on Taci’s 
fundraising. Meanwhile a group of 
third graders  from Washington 
Elementary school in Ogden Utah,  
had just read the wonderful book 
Beatrice’s Goat when they saw the 
article about Taci and what she had 

done. They decided to 
raise money for goats in 
Haiti too. They 
collected loose change 
for about 3 weeks and 
gathered $1,100.

 Sharing connections can be just as 
helpful as monetary donations. On 
several occasions donors have 
contacted us with possible grants or 

introductions to a foundation that 
have led to much needed grants for 
Sionfonds. 

 Another beautiful idea, a group of 
friends gave donations  toward 
education in memory of a teacher that 
had passed on. It was a lovely way to 
honor a woman who dedicated her life 
to teaching children.

 Almost every year we have  Boy 
Scouts do there Eagle Scout project by 
helping Sionfonds and Foyer de Sion 
orphanage.

Twice this year  we had received 
matching grants, with tremendous 
response. In January we more than 
doubled the donation  to be matched 
and all the funds donated at a 
fundraiser in May were matched by 
two long time supporters.

  Girl Scout troops and classrooms 
sponsoring students in Haiti enrich 
the lives of the giver as well as the 
children receiving the gift of education
(Sponsorships are $150 a year).

 Today we received a 
donation of  $788 from 
a car donation at 
www.donationline.com

Backyard fundraisers, Quilt raffles, 
bake sales, lemonade stands, class 
fundraises, children knitting and 
selling hats, it all adds up. The cool 
thing is by doing any thing to raise 
money for Haiti you will gain as 
much as you give, we promise.
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Dear Friends of Sionfonds, 
 I hope you will forgive me this overly long letter 
but since it has been almost a year since our last 
one, I have a lot to say. 

Since  2005 we have been doing our best to 
help Haitian children and their families, to 
gain the tools they need; education, 
employment, nutrition, access to medical  and 
dental care,  to create a better life today and 
for generations to come.

The tragic earthquake in 2010 killed 300,000 
people  and left over 1 million people 
homeless. The disaster brought Haiti’s 
poverty and desperation  to the attention of 
the entire world. Millions opened their hearts 
and wallets to the people of Haiti donating 
$12 billion to disaster relief organizations.

Before the earthquake a large part of my job 
was to explain where Haiti was and why we 
should help it. Since the earthquake everyone 
knows where Haiti is but now want to know 
where the $12 billion went  and why do we 
still need help?  Much has been written about 
that and I cannot say much more here than 
that most of the money never made it to Haiti.   
Some of the money that did get to Haiti has 
helped to  begin to create the infrastructure 
that societies need to function and  to 
implement  programs that will eventually  
move Haiti toward a self sustaining economy, 
much of it went to temporary housing  
moving people out of the tent cities and some 
of it went to programs that benefitted the aid 
and disaster relief organizations themselves 
not to Haiti at all. 

What I do know first hand is that beyond a 
few tarps and  bags of rice no aid reached any 
of the remote rural communities that 
Sionfonds serves.  YOUR SUPPORT WAS 
THE ONLY HELP THEY RECEIVED, IT 
STILL IS TODAY.

After the earthquake there was a feeling of 
hope, that with all the people in the world 
opening their hearts to Haiti finally help 
would come. In some ways it did. Most of the 
tent cities and many of the fallen buildings in 

Port au Prince  are gone. Many new and 
innovative programs are being tried with 
varying degrees of success but unfortunately 
the unrelenting poverty that was the daily life 
of the rural  people we serve was not touched 
and in fact it has worsened. They have less 
money, less food, and less hope.

 Sionfonds was able to provide disaster relief 
in the form of shelter, food and medical care. 
That was invaluable and we thank you again  
for making it possible for us to respond 
immediately to the disaster, for your 
immediate and heart felt response. I believe 
one of the most important things we did and 
still do is to keep our schools running. We 
gave children and their families a sense of 
normalcy. Going to school gave purpose to a 
terrible time. We continued to work and 
believe in the future of Haiti, even in it’s 
darkest hour.

Last month Sionfonds 865 students started 
back to school, most of them working to learn 
something their parents never have: they are 
learning to read.

YOUR  DONATIONS MAKE  LEARNING  
TO READ POSSIBLE FOR OUR STUDENTS

You do that

WITHOUT YOUR HELP THEY WOULD NOT  
BE ABLE TO GO TO SCHOOL

  In Haiti only 37.9% of the adult population is 
able to read and write ( illiteracy is  much 
higher in the countryside where our schools 
are: we are told most of our students’ parents 
cannot read or write).  

• Out of 114 children in Haiti only 81 go to 
primary school, 22 will finish primary 
grades, 10 will graduate high school, and 1 
will make it to college.  

• 1/2 of all school aged children are not 
enrolled in school. 1/3 of girls over six 
never go to school.

• 78% percent of Haitians are poor living on 
less than $2 a day, and more than half (54%) 
live in extreme poverty (less than $1 a day). 

Again these rates are much worse in rural 
areas.

Our schools not only educate children, we 
employ teachers, and staff. We add revenue to 
the economy in a variety of ways that help 
Haiti to function independently of outside aid. 
It does not take much for Haitians to lift 
themselves up out of poverty, once the 
opportunity is there. Educating children and 
providing a hand up to Haitian families in the 
form of a job, a goat, or vocational training can 
change the lives of a family for generations. It 
is estimated that each employed person in 
Haiti is supporting 10 family members which 
sounds about right considering that  70% of  
the Haitian work force is unemployed.

My own experience in Haiti with all that 
Sionfonds has done is that we do far more, 
with far less, for far more people than I could 
have ever imagined. I am amazed by all we 
are accomplishing in Haiti each time I visit. I 
attribute this to the tremendous spirit of  the 
Haitian people who only need the barest 
amount of support to change their 
communities and the generosity of  Sionfonds 
donors who despite being of modest means  
themselves, give what they can regularly 
enough to keep our good work in Haiti alive.

The beauty of being such a small grassroots 
organization is that our donors are directly 
making a difference to individuals in Haiti. 
The challenge of course is to live in faith 
everyday that donations will come, programs 
will continue, our employees will be paid.  

Thank you for showing me and the people we 
serve in Haiti that we can believe in the 
generosity of people  like you.  

With Gratitude, 

 Annie Blackstone

 Founder and Executive Director of

 Sionfonds for Haiti

*Thanks to Rey Del Rio for all the beautiful photos*
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